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ministerial ship at a time when it was sailing perilously near the
rocks.
But there eventually was delivered against Grafton an attack
which he could not withstand. Almost as dramatic as Wilkes's
return from exile was Chatham's reappearance on the political
scene. Early in July 1770 the Earl attended a Royal Levee quite
unexpectedly. The King was overjoyed to see him, and affec-
tionately congratulated him on his restoration to good health:
and when the formalities of the Levee were over they adjourned
to a private room where they talked for a considerable time.
What actually transpired during that conversation is not known;
but there is little doubt that the Kong invited the Earl to resume
his place in the Administration. Whether Chatham then told
George that he meant to oppose the Government or left the
royal presence without disclosing his future plans is also a matter
for speculation. But Grafton, if he had any wit about him, must
have known that his old chief was out to make mischief. When
they came face to face in the ante-room of the palace immediately
before the Levee of July 7th the Earl received the Duke's con-
gratulations on his recovery * with cold politeness.'
It was not long, however, before Chatham's intentions were
known at Court. They had heard that he had been reconciled
to his brothers-in-law—Temple and Grenville; and that he had
effected an alliance of' the Grenville Connection ' with Rocking-
ham's party. It was obvious that assailed by so formidable an
opposition the Government would be put to a severe test in
Parliament. George was admittedly disappointed, but he was
not discouraged. As soon as the threatened attack was launched
it must be fairly and resolutely met. On January 7th, 1770—
two days before the reassembling of Parliament—he wrote to
North:
I am so desirous that every man in my service that can with propriety
take part in the Debate on Tuesday, should speak, that I desire you
will very strongly press Sir Gilbert Elliott and any others that have
not taken in the last Session so forward a part as their abilities make
them capable of, and I have no objection to Your adding that I
have particularly directed You to speak to them oa this occasion.
In the Debate on the Address Chatham treated the Lords to one
of his most impassioned displays of oratory.   The Government
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